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as a ti iti Ui in de Voter ab al dar kipp : 
neſs, for which human Nature was deſigned. 
Now theſe Powers are various, aceording to 
the different Effects prapbſed to be obtained 
by them. If, "for N The Faculties 
of Man are conſider d meerly in regard to 
his Animal State, it muſt appear, that be has 
moſt of thoſe Inſtincts Which other Crea- 
cares feel, in order to anſwer the Demands 
of Animal Life. But take a View of him in 
an higher Character, as a Member of Civil 
Society, and a Subject of Moral Govern- 
ment, He will then be found, not coy 1H 
have a Temper and Diſpoſition 
Soojal Relations, but on to enjoy the Fri- 
ns. 1 of Reaſon or on to bb _ 


Inſtinct and Paſſion to attain its proper End. 
And therefore the general and Conſtituent 
Principles of Human Nature may thus be 
ſummed up: Man hath the Appeti 
| Animal Ehe Tempers and-Aﬀe 
Social Creature And the Vodetiagting of 
a Rational Agent. WY 4 
LzT us take a View of Hunan Nature 
in _ of theſe Capacities. 
As mere Animals Mankind are power- 
fully incited by Inſtin& to' provide: 75 their 
animal Wants ; which in general are much 
the ſame with thoſe of other Animals. Onl 
J think it deſerves to be taken Notice of, 
That Mankind are never fupplied by Nature 
with the Benefit of Chathing: And as to 
Ford and Dwelling, if we conſider Men in 
their natural and independent State, before 
they are aſſiſted by each other, and their 
Talents mutually improved, they will be 
found to be leſs able to make Provifion for 
themſelves, than any of the Brute Creation. 
Novy theſe are very remarkable Variations in 
the Ways of Providence; and yet not to be 
conſidered as any Imperfections or Omiſſions 
in regard to Man; but as a moſt admirable 
and gracious Contrivance of the Author of 
Nature to anſwer great and uſeful Ends. For 
other Beings, who are only deſigned for the 
Uſes of Animal Life, are not endowed with 
any Qualification, but what is neceſſary to 
this 8 And therefore all their Saga- 
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city and Knowledge ſnine forth at once in 
full Perfection; and they are quite Strangers 
to any ſubſequent Alterations; ar higher Im- 
provements. For Inſtance, the 25 Neſt 
that is built by any of the Feather'd Tribe is 
as exquiſite in its Workmanthip, and as cu- 


rious in its Contrivance as the laſt: And the 


Lion and the Vulture do not much improre 
in the Uſe of their reſpective Weapons. In 
ſhort, the ſame Original Plan continues 
throughout ;— Nor do the Birds, Beaſts and 
Fiſhes diſcover any Diſpoſition to divide the 
Labour of the Community into different 
Branches, or aſſign diſtinct Parts to the re- 
ſpective Individuals. 

Tn Is, I think, is the Cale, in genenal, 
with reſpect to the Brute Creation. But if 
there are any Traces of Superior Abilities, 
they are fo few and inſignificant, as not to 
adore a particular Enquiry, - Nay, where- 
ſoever any Tribe of Animals portion out the 
common Labour of the Society into differ- 
ent Parts (as is ſaid to be the Caſe among the 
Beavers, Ants, and Bees) there it hath been 
always obſerv d, that they make ſome Ad- 
vances Superlor to the Condition of mere A- 
nimal Life, having a Species of amen 
and a Form of ä — 5 

Bur if Man had no other Powers than 
what are to be traced in the Brute Creation, 
He would not only be one of them, but 


perhaps the moſt miſerable, and the loweſt . 


[4] 
of the Kind. For, as was obſerved before, 
he hath many Defects, conſider d as a mere 
Animal, which they have not: At leaſt, this 


would render all Mankind ſo much upon a 


Level, that the ſocial Relations of High and 
Low, Rich and Poor, Maſter and Servant, 
Benefactor and Receiver, Governor and Go- | 


verned, Learned and Illiterate, you'd be ab- 


ſolutely unknown. | 

Ap tho' it is ſcarce poſſible to conceive 
any Human Creature, much leſs any Num- 
ber of them, altogether in this Condition, yet 
the very mentioning of ſuch a Caſe is ſuffi- 
cient to prove, even in this View of the Sub- 
jet, That Mankind feel in their own Nature 
A Diſpoſition to Commerce ; which is im- 
planted there for much nobler Ends, than 
appear at firſt Sight ; inaſmuch as the very 


Being of Moral Goyernment, the whole 


Circle -of Arts and Sciences, and of ſocial 
Duties, depend upon this Commercial Diſ- 

ſition. For were it not for this diſtinguiſh- 
ing CharaRteriſtic, what wou'd there be in a 
Collection of Men, more than is to be found 
in a Flock of Sheep, an Herd of Cattle, or 
a Flight of Birds? Nay, the wild Indians, 
thoſe Human Savages, who having chiefly no 
other than Animal Wants, are conſequent- 
ly their own Proveditors in ſupplying them, 
live ſuch Lives, as are but a few Removes 


from their neighbouring Savages in the 


onds, 
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2. Lr us therefore, in the next Place 
conſider Mankind as actuated by Benevolent or 
Social Affections. This Principle is, for the 
moſt Part, the Prerogative of Man: For tho 
other Animals herd together (which may be 
called converſing) yet we cannot obſerve, That 
they are inclined to do many good Offices 
for each other. They ſhew no —— to 

art with their Food or their Dwelling to re- 
23 Miſeries of the Afflicted, or to ſhel- 
ter their Fellow -Creature from the Purſuits 
of the mercileſs Hunter: And when a Stran- 
ger is introduced among them, they are ſo far 
from ſhewing any Signs of Hoſpitality, that 
they treat him as a common Enemy, till 
Time has familiariſed them, and made them 
better acquainted with one another. | 
 —[Indeed I will allow, That all Animals 
diſcover, for a Seaſon, the ſtrongeſt Affect- 
jon for their Offſpring, and give many Proofs 
of a like temporary Domeſtic Kindneſs for 
each other: But theſe are diſtinct Regards, 
which proceed rather from a Species of Self- 
Love, than Social Benevolence. The Male 
and the Female have a Paſſion implanted in 
them for the Propagation of their Species; 
and they love their Young. with a moſt ar- 
dent Affection, till they are capable of pro- 
viding for themſelves. But all this is different 
from Social Friendſhip, different from the 
Love of virtuous Characters, and the Delight 
the is felt in the Communication of Gad 
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Offices to the reſt of the Species, when they 


either deſerve, or ſtand in Need of them. 
Maxx IxD therefore, being thus under 
the Influence of Social or Benevolent Affect- 
ions, are prompted to ſeek Society, as the 
only Means of gratifying theſe Social Inſtincts. 
And being thus brought t , they find 
the Advantage of that Aſſiſtance in each 
other, which they wanted in a ſeparate and 
independent State. Now this mutual Aſſiſt- 
ance becomes a very ſtrong additional Tye 
to the Bands of Society, becauſe here Self; 
and Social Love co-incide in creating a joint 
Happineſs, and a common Intereſt. And 
then each Perſon chooſes that Courſe of Life, 
which-is moſt ſuited to his Genius, his Cir- 
cumſtances, or Situation; I have r 16 
ly mentioned his Genius, inaſmuch as ſome 
Men are formed by Nature to peculiar Em- 
33 being born with Talents, or a 

ind of Inſtinctive Knowledge for one Pur- 
ſuit preferably to another; which is a Circum- 
ſtance not diſcoverable in any of the Brute 
Creation. And therefore among the Human 
Species ſome are employed in the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles of Clothing, — Raiſing of Provi- 
ſions, and a third Set in preparing Materials, 
and building Habitations. Thus are the fit, 
or Animal Wants of Mankind much better 
ſupplied by dividing the general Labour into 
different Branches, than if each Individual 
depended on Himſelf alone for the ſupplying 
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of thoſs:Wants: And this Portioning out of 
Labour gave Riſe to different Trades and 4 
Mamufatures, and may be conſidered as the 
firft Draught, or Rudiments of Commerce. ' 
Bur if Society is a Means of procuring 2 
Supply for our Animal Wants, it creates 4 
Multitude of others, which may be called 
Social; becauſe their Riſe and Progreſs muſt 
be aſcribed to Society, and the Figure which 
Men make in it. Now theſe Wants are more 
or leſs extenſive according to the ſeveral Ranks 
and Stations, the different Improvements; 
Cuſtoms, Education, Deſires, and other Qua- 
lities of Mankind. And the greater the Va- 
riety and Degree of thoſe, the more ſtrongly 
are we moved by the Principle of Self- Love 
to labour after the Goods, Honours, and 
Pleafures we have in View : Becauſe our pre- 
ſent ſecular Happineſs appears to ariſe from 
the Enjoyment of theſe Things. 11 1 
Tus therefore. the Paſſion: of Self- Love 
operates with much greater Force, when ex- 
cited by ſuch a Train of Objects, and ſpurr'd 
on by Emulation, Avarice, Profuſion, or Am- 
bition, than it poſſibly could do, were Men 
Strangers to the Artificial Wants, the Refine- 
ments, and Decorations of Social Life. And 
yet were this Paſſion (ſo neceſſary for the 
Purpoſes of Commerce, and all the Bleſſings 
reſulting from it) to proceed without Dis 
rection, or Controul, it wou'd, in a 
Meaſure, defeat its own Ends. For Self. 


l 

Love principally ſeeks its own Gratification, 
without much Regard to the Intereſts of o- 
thers. And as every Individual is prompted 
to act in the ſame Manner, Society itſelf 
wou' d be in Danger of being diſſolved in the 
Conteſt: In ſhort, Self-Intereſt is the great 
Monopoli ing Principle in the Human Frame: 
And as every Man would ſerve himſelf ra- 
ther than his Neighbour, in the Acquiſition 
of Power, Pleaſure, Property, or any other 
Social Good, real or apparent, every Man, 
engaged in Society, is to be looked upon, in 
ſome Reſpects, as deſiring to exclude others. 
- , — INDEED, I grant that the Social In- 
ſtint of Benevolence is ſome Check upon 
this Selfiſh Principle; But it is ſo very fee- 
ble, that it would be quite ineffectual to pre- 
vent the Miſchiefs ariſing from inordinate 
. Self-Love, were there no ſtronger. Curb to 
rein it in: For the Love of Self is implanted 
much more ſtrongly in Mankind, than the 
Inſtinct of Benevolencſge. 

III. TuxxxTrORE RR ASO and REFTLEC-· 
T10N mult he called in to the Aid of the So- 
cial Principle. But what is the Offce of 
Reaſon?—Not to extinguiſh Self- Love; that 
is impoſſible: And it might be queſtioned 
whether it would be right to attempt even to 
, diminiſh it: For all Arts and Sciences, and 

the very Being of Government and Com- 
merce; depend upon the right Exertion of 
this active Principle. And were it once re- 
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moved, or greatly weakened; Human Na- 
ture would make but —5 rg . . 
any Thing great or good: | Nay: in a 
Ca the Social Temper itſelf, and all tho 
benevolent Affections, would be much de- 
bilitated in their Operations. Conſequently 
the main Point ta be aimed at, is naither to 
extingiſh, nor. enfeeble Self - Love, but to 
give it ſuch a Direction, that it may promots 
the Publick Intereſt by purſuing: its omni 
And then the very Spirit of Monopoly will 
, operate for the Good of the Community. 
Diverr, therefore, the Purſuits of Self- 
Love from vitious or improper Objects, 10 
thoſe that are commendable and virtuous ; 
Grant no Privileges ta Sloth and Indolence 
Give no Aſſiſtante to the engroſſing Schemes 
of Monopoliſts; but raiſe a general Emula- 
tion among all Ranks and Profeſſions to pro- 
mote the publick Godd, ſo that ſuperior In- 
Y quſtry and Skill, Iifegtiy and Viewe fl 
alone receive Encouragement; —And then 


| ſuch a Government muſt have good Subjects, 
becauſe it has taken away the Temptation to 


be bad ones; The Country will be bleſſed 

with Plenty and abound in Commerce, by 

os E the Induſtry of its renpore 

their reſpective Callings; And the Subjecta 

of ſuch 4 State muſt feel the good Effects of - 

its Influence, $5 happy in each other, 
ik 
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becauſe their ſeveral Purſuits, Bucks nd 
Har ineſs will all coincide. 


Nov ſuch a Plan of — the A Aim 
of all wiſe Legiſlators, and the Study of Phi- 


loſophers, will be found, upon the whole, 
to be nothing more than a ſtrict Obſervance 
of the Chriſtian Morals. For it is that Sy- 
ſtem which conveys the trueſt Knowledge 
of the Appetites and Paſſions implanted in 
human Nature, and gives the beſt Advice for 
their Guidance and Application. The Self, 
and ſocial Principles are there ſhewn to unite 
in one common Welfare both here, and 
hereafter. And Perſons of every Rank and 
Station are laid under the ſtrongeſt Ties both 
of Duty and Intereſt to promote this univer- 
ſal End, according to their reſpectiue Spheres, 
Relations and Capacities, -' 

. SINCE therefore all Perſons are laid under 
ſuch an indiſpenſable Obligation, it were 
greatly to be wiſhed, That Legiſlators, in 
their Endeavours to promote the general 
Good of their People, would attend more to 
the preventi ve ods of Government, than 


to the penal and coercive. For if a Plan is not 


ſo contrived, as, for the moſt Part, to execute 
itſelf, no other Expedient will be able to reme- 


dy the Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies ariſing 


from this Omiſſion: And the having Re- 
courſe to Informations and Impeachments, 
Proſecutions and Puniſhments will only teach 
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dhe people to be either ingeniouſſy, or de eſpe 
2 5 wicked, Tn is, to elude” the Laws, or 


neden the Proviitior Method 
ſhould always be conſidered” as the great 
Hinge on which every Good Government 
ſhould-turn ; and Pena Sanctions only be 
regarded as additional Securities to be uſed 
oecafionally. 

Now this Method of Prevention may be 
fly ſtiled Pol ITV; by which Term are im- 
plied not only ſuch Political Regulations as 
are productive of national Cuſtoms and Fa- - 
fhions, Habits of Thinking, and Modes of 
Behaviour, but all Statutes and Ordinances, 
that are fo framed as to ſecure their own Ex- 
ecution. For this is the proper Difference, . 
and grand Diſtinction between PoL Tv, and 
Law: The one being like a beautiful Ma- 
chine, that regulates and adjuſts its own Mo- 
tions; and the other a clumſy imperfect 
Work; which is always out of Order, unleſs 
the Maker ſtands by to corre& and amend 
it. And it may be further obſerved, That 
the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics of a Peo- 
ple chiefly depend on their National Police; 
whereas the general Syſtem of Laws makes 
no ſuch Difference. Ancient and Modern 
Rome, for Example, do not differ much from 
each other in the main Tenor of their Laws 
relating to the common Principles of Juſtice 
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and: Equity; but as to the whole Body uf 
ther Polity, I is in a Manner diametri 
0 poſite. And what is the Conſequence?— 
Plainly this, That the very Genius and Tem- 
per of the People — and that there 
is not a greater Contraſt in Nature, than be- 
ern the, ancient Nu, and modern Aa- | 
Gans. 
Bor to return: : the Convtaaren of 
the whole is this, That when the Auxiliary 
Motives of Reaſon and Reflection are called | 
in to the Aid of ſocial Love or diffuſive Be- 
nevolence, this latter then becomes. in a | 
e, 4 Counter-agent to inordinate Self- 
love. So that the Circulation of Commerce 
may he conceived. to proceed from the Im- 
pulſe of two diſtin Principles of- Action in 
Society, analogous to the rifigal—and 
Centripetal . in the e 3 
Wiſdom being 


But uxerri 
Director of theſe LY in $3 thr 


Bodies, cauſes that Conſtancy and Regularity 
in their Motions, which is never obſerveable 
in the Affairs of Commerce. And why is 
that? It is, Becauſe the Circulation of Come : 
merce being only directed by the Reaſon r 
Wiſdom of Man, is therefore ſubje& to all 

thoſe I mpediments, Obſtructions, and Irre- 
gularities, which reſult from the Vices and 
Extravagancies, the partial Intereſts, the falſe 
Conceptions, and miſtaken Policy of Man- 
kind. | 


ious View, every Argutnent that 


id 
n brought, ſeems. to concur in Me 


;has - 
general Proof, That Righteouſneſ; or Virtue is 
ad we only Pro, That Rgh 4 of a 
Nation) - but that Sin or Vice is a Repreach 
to any People, which, ſooner or later, will 
infallibly be their Ruin, And if this be the 
Caſe, it ” ces follows, That the Endea- 
vours of eyery good Government, —The Sy- 


ſtem of the Chriſtian Religion in its native 


Purity, And ſuch a Plan of Commerce as 
is truly national, will always unite in perfect 
Harmony. Por the ns and Regu- 
lations of r no other, than 
the making private co-incide e, lick, 


me the preſent with Future Happine 


Laerry, When the Subject iscdnfdered 
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